
 

 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Record of Executive Decision 
 
This form should be used to record key and other decisions made by individual Lead 
Cabinet members.  The contact officer will ensure that the signed and completed form is 
given to Democratic Services as soon as reasonably practicable after the decision has been 
taken.  
 
A key decision shall not be taken unless notice of the item has been published at least 28 
days before the decision is to be taken except where: 

 a General Exception notice has been published under Rule 15 of the Access to 
Information Procedure Rules and the Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
has been informed in writing; or 

 a Special Urgency notice has been published under Rule 16 of those Rules and the 
Chairman of Scrutiny and Overview Committee has agreed the decision is urgent. 

 
Unless permission has been obtained from the Chairman of Council and the Chairman of 
the Scrutiny and Overview Committee that this decision may be treated as a matter of 
urgency under Rule 12.19 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee Procedure Rules, this 
decision will come into force, and may then be implemented, on the expiry of five working 
days after the publication of the decision, unless called in under Rule 7 of the Budget and 
Policy Framework Procedure Rules or Rule 12 of the Scrutiny and Overview Committee 
Procedure Rules.  Where consent has been obtained to exempt the decision from call-in, 
this will be specified below.

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Lead Cabinet member for Planning Delivery and Policy 

Subject Matter Consultation response to the emerging Water Resources Regional Plan for 
Eastern England 

Ward(s) Affected All Wards 

Date Taken Tuesday, 22 February 2022 

Contact Officer Jonathan Dixon, Planning Policy Manager (jonathan.dixon@scambs.gov.uk) 

Date Published Tuesday, 22 February 2022 

Call-In 
Expiry/Exempt 
from call-in 

Tuesday, 1 March 2022 

Key Decision? No  

In Forward Plan? No 

Urgent? No 

 

Purpose / Background 

The purpose of this decision is to agree the  response to the emerging Water Resources Regional 
Plan for Eastern England, set out at Appendix 1 to this decision. 

 
Water Resources East (WRE) are carrying out consultation on the emerging Water Resources 
Regional Plan between 17th January and 28th February 2022.  WRE are planning for sustainable 
and resilient water resources for the next 50 years and beyond.  The Water Resources 
Management Plans produced by the water companies in this region will need to be in line with the 
Regional Plan. 
 
For further information, see the emerging Regional Plan, the non-technical summary and the 
WRE press release. 
 
The Regional Plan will be a key document for the Greater Cambridge Local Plan.  In the First 
Proposals, the Councils were clear that the preferred option for growth was contingent on there 
being evidence as the plan progresses that an adequate water supply would be available to meet 

https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WRE-Emerging-Plan.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WRE-Emerging-Regional-Plan-Non-technical-summary.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wre-launches-consultation-on-emerging-water-resources-plan-for-eastern-england/


 

 

the development needs identified without unacceptable environmental harm.  Therefore, it is 
important that the Councils put forward their views on the emerging Regional Plan and the 
potential solutions to providing water supply in the future. 
 
This is the first consultation on the regional plan.  It sets out the scale of the water deficit in the 
region and the reasons for this, which relate to growth, climate change, the needs of the agri-food 
and energy sectors, and an increasing allocation for the natural environment.  The plan focuses 
on: 

 Demand management including reducing leakage and per capita consumption. 

 New sources of water supply including large infrastructure options (>10 Megalitres/day 
(Ml/d)) such as reservoirs, transfer, desalination, effluent re-use. 

 ‘Local’ non-water company and smaller (<10Ml/d) water company infrastructure projects 
and schemes. 

 Possible water innovations and exemplars which could be supported or facilitated. 
 
Appendix 1 sets out the proposed responses to the questions posed by WRE in the consultation.  
The purpose of this decision is to agree the responses so that they can be submitted before the 
deadline as a joint response from Cambridge City Council and South Cambridgeshire District 
Council. 
 
WRE will use the results of the consultation to develop the Draft Plan which will be subject to 
another round of consultation in Autumn 2022 and the final plan is expected in 2023.  Officers are 
also carrying out ongoing engagement with WRE, the water companies and the Environment 
Agency to support the development of the Local Plan. 

 

Declaration(s) of Interest 
Record below any relevant interest declared by any executive Member consulted or by an 
officer present in relation to the decision. 

None 

 

Dispensation(s) 
In respect of any conflict(s) of interest declared above, record below any dispensation(s) 
granted by the Council’s Standards Committee. 

None 

 

Consultation 
Record below all parties consulted in relation to the decision. 

None. 

 

Other Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 

Option 1: To not submit a consultation response at this stage in the development of the Water 
Resources Regional Plan 
Reason for rejection:  Water resources will be critical to the development of the Greater 
Cambridge Local Plan and it is important to put forward the Councils’ views at this early stage in 
the development of the regional plan to support this. 

 

Final decision Reason(s) 

To confirm that the consultation response set 
out in Appendix 1 of this decision should be 
made to the emerging Water Resources 
Regional Plan for Eastern England. 

To provide the views of South Cambridgeshire 
District Council and Cambridge City Council on 
the emerging Water Resources Regional Plan 
for Eastern England because future water 
resources which will be a key issue for the 
Greater Cambridge Local Plan. 

 

Signed Name Signature Date 



 

 

(CAPITALS) 

Lead Cabinet 
Member 

Signed copy available upon request from Democratic Services 
(democratic.services@scambs.gov.uk) 

Chief Officer 

 

Further Information 

1. The full emerging water resources regional plan 

2. The non-technical summary of the emerging water resources regional plan 

3. The WRE press release for the emerging water resources regional plan 

 

 

https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WRE-Emerging-Plan.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/WRE-Emerging-Regional-Plan-Non-technical-summary.pdf
https://wre.org.uk/wre-launches-consultation-on-emerging-water-resources-plan-for-eastern-england/

